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MORGAN and
w his MEN

A Confederate Lyrist Chants the Praises of the Blue Grass

Chieftain and His Followers

By GEORGE DALLAS MOSGROVE

Sattle of 8hlloh continued from last week

Another bloody grapple was followed by

another Federal retreat and again the
Confederate line moved on

Those who were in that battle will re-

member

¬

these successive contests followed

by short pcrfcjds of apparent inaction go-

ing

¬

on all the day To use the illustration
of one well acquainted with the battle
plan and its incidents It went on like

the regular stroke of some tremendous

machine There would be a rapid charge

and fierce fight a wild yell announcing a
Confederate success and then would en-

sue

¬

a comparative lull broken again in a
few minutes when the charge struggle
and horrible din would be renewed

tolks conrs engaged
About 1030 Gen Polk prepared to take

part in the fight Gen Johnston who

was always at the front had previously

ordered him to send one of his brigades
to reinforce Gen Braggs right He had

also sent by order of Gen Beauregard
one brigade to the left At this time there
was battle all along the line waged with
greater fury than at any other period of

the day Almost immediately after part-
ing

¬

with two of his brigades Gen Polk
became engaged with the remainder of Ins
corps The Federals had nowdisposed their
entire force for resistance the men light ¬

ing as if determined not to accept defeat
and their stern tenacious leader was not
the man to relinquish hope although his
lines had been repeatedly broken and the
ground piled with his slain Hardee
Bragg and Polk were now striving abreast
or mingled with each other

In reading the reports of Confederate
Generals frequent allusion will be found
to regiments and brigades fighting without

head or orders One commander would
sometimes direct the movements of troops
belonging to another At this phase of the
struggle the narrative should dwell more
upon the biographies of the regiments
than the history of the battle The wise
arrangement of the lines however and the
instructions given subordinate comman-
ders

¬

insured harmonious action and the
desired result

Each brigade commander was ordered
when he became disengaged to seek and
attack the nearest enemy to press the
flunk of pvorv stubborn hostile force which
his neighbors could not move and at all
hazards to press forward Gen Johnston
seemed to have adopted the spirit of the
motto When fighting in the dark strike
out straight He more than once as-

sumed
¬

command of brigades which knew
not what to do and led them to where
they could fight with effect

morgans men ox tiie field
After Polks Corps became engaged

Morgans cavalrymen moved forward with
Breckinridges Division Hearing the
hideous noise they thought how much
larger the affair was than the skirmishes
on Green River and around Nashville
They soon learned to distinguish when the
fight was sharp and hotly contested and
when the Confederate lines were triumph-
antly

¬

advancing and wondered if the
troops in front would finish the business
without calling upon them for help They
had not far to march before they saw
bloody indications of the fierce work that
had been done upon the ground over which
they were passing There were many dead
and wounded in the first camp and more
thence onward Some of the corpses of
men killed by artillery showed ghastly
mutilation In getting up Jheir glowing
anticipation of the days program the Mor-
gan

¬

men had left these horrible scenes out
out of the picture and now they mourn-
fully

¬

recognized the fact that many who
seek military distinction will obtain it
posthumously if they get it at all The
actual sight of a bloody and mutilated
corpse immensely chills an abstract love
of glory Hovever the depressing effect
soon wears off and the dead attract little
notice Towarl10 or 11 oclock the little
band of cavalrymen wandered away from
the infantry and receiving no orders de ¬

voted themselves to an examination of the
many interesting scenes of the field the
camps whence the enemy had been
driven attracting especial and admiring
attention There was a profusion of all
the necessaries and many of the luxuries
of military life They marveled that an
army ever would have permitted itself to
bo driven away from them

While they were cautiously inspecting
the fceeond or third encampment closer
than at any previous time to the scene of
the fighting a slight incident interrupted
for a moment the pleasure of the investi-
gation

¬

Some of the enemys shells were
bursting over their heads and being prac-
tically

¬

ignorant of artillery they were at
first puzzled to know what they were In
the general thunder of the fight no special
reports could be heard to lead to a solu-
tion

¬

of the phenomena Suddenly an ex-
clamation

¬

of mingled indignation and
amazement announced that one of the

committee of investigation had received
tome practical information on the subject
A fragment of a shell had struck him on
the shoulder inflicting a severe wound Not
knowing how the missile had reached him
he seemed to think himself a very ill
treated man

THE MOKGAN MEN SING A SONG

When Breckinridges Division was go-
ing

¬

into action about 12 m Morgan ac-
companying

¬

it on the left the air was full
of bullets hissing and singing Just then
Morgans men began to sing their favorite
pong Cheer Boys Cheer the nearest
Kentucky regiment joining in the chorus
The singing of the song had an animating
effect not only upon the singers but upon
all who heard it as well

The Confederate advance was now re-
ceiving

¬

its first serious check While the
right and the left were advancing the left
center was repulsed before a ktrong posi-
tion

¬

which the enemy held in force they
being posted upon an eminence in front
of which were thickets and underbrush
Batteries of artillery crowned the elevation
and Hardees most determined efforts to
carry tlio position had been foiled the
Federals fired so incessantly that nothing
could be seen on the eminence but sheets
of flame and clouds of smoke It was not
taken until Breckinridge came up with his
reserve division his arrival enabling tho
Confederate forces to push forward on the
right and left flanking the position
VOIIGAN riiEIAKES TO CUAIIGE ARTILLERY

While the advance was suspended in
front of the bewildering sheet of flame and
clouds of smoke whence came a devastat-
ing

¬

storm of death dealing missiles Mor-
gans

¬

Squadron happened along and Gen
Hardee much pleased said Ill order
Morgan to charge that artillery When
informed of the distinguished considera-
tion

¬

accorded them by Gen Hardee the
Morgau men bore themselves becomingly
but when forming for the charge they in-
dulged

¬

in no exuberant or extravagant ex ¬

pressions of delight Whilo seemingly
ready enough to make the charge they
were not so sanguine of success as was
grim Hardee who sat on his horse near
Schoups battery which was gallantly but
Ineffectually replying to the vicious Fed
eral artillery apparently indifferent to the
ctorm of grape and shell coming from tho
hill and only anxious to capture the guns
Tho Federals thinking themselves in dan-
ger

¬

of being surrounded abandoned the
position leaving a number of the guns
and therefore it was unnecessary for Mor-
gan

¬

to charge them The left and center
j of the line now moved rapidly forward but

the right meeting with strong and deter-
mined

¬

resistance was checked
About this time Gen Hardee ordered

Col Morgan to lead his cavalry to the ex-

treme
¬

left and charge any enemy in
sight Morgan proceeded at a gallop
When approaching his objective point he
saw a body of men on tho extreme left
dressed in blue uniforms going through
some strango evolutions Their dress was
much like that of the Federals but there
wcro troops evidently Confederate not far
from them that wcro paying them no at-
tention

¬

EOUISIANIAXS IN BLUE
Morgan sent a company to investigate

his intention being to charge the strange
array if it was Federal Tho scouting
company approached them unnoticed and

ROME TIIE MEN TRIED CUT TIIEM DOWN TVITII TIIE SABER

They saw a man Tennessee Biver and though sup
flourishing a portentous saber and directing
their movements with empnatic language
Although members of Co A could not
understand what he said they thought
from the emphasis impreca-
tions

¬

that the speaker was using the
French language and that his party were
Louisianians which supposition they
were correct men in blue being
members of Col Moutons fine regiment
the 18th La Their uniform got them into
exasperating trouble Confederate regi-
ments

¬

frequently firing into them by mis-

take
¬

Finally they retaliated When they
received a Confederate volley they would
reply in kind This caused complaint and
rcmonstrntion but the Louisianians gave
sound military reasons for their conduct
saying We firo at anybody what fire at
us G d

Shortly after the Morgan men became
acquainted with the Louisianians they
saw the latter and a Kentucky brigade
charge across a wide field just front
of where the little ollicer had been drill-
ing

¬

his men in blue and engage a Fed-
eral

¬

force at quarters so close as to
cross bayonets and the volume of mus-
ketry

¬

even drowning the roar of artillery
When the Federals fell back they did so
in fine array preserving perfect order
They occasionally fneedabout to fire upon
their pursuers who were pressing them
and thus fighting they disappeared in the
woods The Morgan Squadron now ren
foiccd by the Texas Hangers was fol ¬

lowing close behind the Louisianians and
Kentucky infantry unable to pass thiiii
on account a ravine on the left flank
Now however an unexpected opportunity
for them to actively participate in the bat ¬

tle presented itself While cavalry
was crossing the field some Federal skir ¬

mishers appeared in edge of the woods
about 80 yards distant The Federals were
directing attention principally to
Byrnes battery which was also crossing
the field their fire preventing the artil-
lerymen

¬

from uulimberiiig guns

WOItGAN CHARGES INFANTRY

Perceiving Importance of driving
back those annoying skirmishers Col Mor-
gan

¬

at once ordered the charge the squad ¬

ron dashing at full gallop into the woods
and following the retreating skirmishers
until they had fallen hack to their regi-
ment

¬

When they suddenly encountered
infantry regiment they found them ¬

selves in a predicament They were in
no formation whatever all line having
been lost when crowding through the
thickets and underbrush of woodland
but fortunately for them the Federal
regiment coming in contact with like ob-
stacles

¬

had lost the compactness of its
formation also The Federals however
fired a stunning volley into the disordered
squadron the blaze from the guns almost
reaching their faces The next moment
they rode right through them some of the
men trying to cut them down with
saber invariably making ridiculous fail-
ures

¬

others doing real execution with gun
and pistol The squadron lost three men
killed and several were wounded They
killed and wounded a numlxr of Federals
and others they made prisoners The af-
fair

¬

was soon over the enemy retreating
When the Morgan Squadron was pre-

paring
¬

for the charge the Bangers
asked what they were going to do Were
going in was the answer Then we will
go in too they cried and galloping down
the rear of the line until they readied the
right of it they turned short to left
and charged into the woods where they
encountered the rest of tho brigade to
which the regiment the squadron had met
belonged They met with a warm recep ¬

tion by tho retreating enemy but never
stopped until they came to a high fence
that barred any farther advance in that
direction Many of their riderless horses
came galloping back over the ground
where tho wounded Morgan men Jay
loss having been severe The Bangers
wer gallant boys albeit reckless and
usually suffered severely in battle They
paid dearly for their proud record very
few of those who used to roam and fight so
recklessly being now to recall the
stirring events that characterized the days
when they and Morgans men greeted the
sons of the morning with a strange new
flag

CEN JOHNSTON KILLED
Since the opening of tho battle Gen

Johnston had been in the front exposing
himself recklessly cheering the men add ¬

ing fresh spirit to the charge stimulating
to new energy the battalions that were
checked all unmindful of the balls by
which his clothing had been torn

About 2 oclock Stathams valorous hri- -
began to waver Gen

ohnston bareheaded and with his hand
elevated rode to the front of the brigade
and called on it to follow him His dress
majestic presence imposing gesture and
largo gray horse made him a conspicuous
mark A ball pierced his leg severing an
artery raying no attention to tho wound
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but continuing to lead the troops he sud
denly grew faint and reeled in his sad-
dle

¬

his staff coming unavailingly to his
assistance They bore him into a ravine
for shelter where he died in a few mo
ments having bled to death

TIIE TROOrS TRESS ON

Still instinct with the spirit of their lost
leader the lines pressed forward at nil
points Gen Johnstons genius had pre ¬

pared effects after he was
in the still cold embrace of death The
left swept far around the center where
the latest check had been felt being a lit
tlo behind tho right driving everything
before it when by hard fighting the re-

sistance
¬

opposed to it nt noon had been
overcome was approaching the river

Now the word was passed through the
arnly Let every order be forward In
the last determined stand made by the Fed-

erals
¬

Maj Gcn Prentiss and some 1500
or 2000 of his division were captured they
having stood Spartan like and gallantly
fought until the advancing Confederates
closed in on two sides making escape im-

possible
¬

The Confederate victory now
seemed complete

Says Gen Beauregard The chief
command after the fall of Johnston then
devolved upon me though at the time I
was greatly prostrated and suffering from
the prolonged sickness with which I had
been alllictcd since early in February The

was one which in my physi-
cal

¬

condition I would have gladly avoided
though cast upon me when our forces were
successfully pushing the enemy back upon

OF TO

unchallenged little the

the

Tolubilityand

in
the

in

close

of

the

the

their

their

the

the

the

the

the

their

alive

unexpectedly

accomplished

responsibility

ported upon the immediate field by such
corns commanders as Maj Gens Polk
Bragg and Hardee and Brig Gen Breck ¬

inridge commanding the reserve It was
after C p m when the enemys last posi ¬

tion was carried and his forces finally
broke and sought refuge behind a com-
manding

¬

eminence covering the Pittsburg
Lauding not more than half a mile dis-
tant

¬

and under the guns of the gnnbeats
which opened on our eager columns a
fierce and annoying fire with shot and shell
of the heaviest description Darkness was
close at hand officers and men were ex-
hausted

¬

by a combat of over 12 hours
without food and jaded by the march of
the preceding day through mud ami wa-
ter

¬

Gen Sherman says My command had
become decidedly of n mixed character
Bucklands Brigade was the only one with
me that retained its organization Col
Hildchrand was personally there but his
brigade was not Three regi ¬

ments of his McDowells Brigade were
not in line

The head of Buclls column began to ar-
rive

¬

late in the afternoon Nelsons Divi
sion being the first to cross the river forc-
ing

¬

its way through n mass of fugitives
Says Gen Bucll The groups in

creased in size and frequency until as we
approached the landing they amounted to
whole companies and almost regiments
and at the landing the banks swarmed
with a confused mass of men of various
regiments The number could not have
been less than 4000 or 5000
With few exceptions all efforts to form
the troops and move them forward to the
fight utterly failed In the meantime tho
enemy had made such progress against our
troops that his artillery and musketry be ¬

gan to play into the vital spot of the posi ¬

tion and some persons were killed on the
bank nt the very landing

The Federal Generals strained every
nerve to repair their disaster but during
the night little attempt was made to reor-
ganize

¬

the Confederate soldiers Only
Braggs Corps maintained its discipline
Thousands of stragglers elated with vic-
tory

¬

and thinking the battle was over
roamed over the field to revel and riot The
Federals plied their boats steadily bring-
ing

¬

over Buells fresh army splendid and
undiscoiiragcd and at G oclock next morn
ing the victors were in their turn assailed
by an army larger than the one they had
confronted the day before and half of
which was fresh and unwearied Gen
Beauregard disposed his tired troops to
receive this storm and although his line
was thin weakened from the superb ar-
ray

¬

of the day before by the dead and
wounded and stragglers it could not be
driven Gen Beauregard in his report
says

On his right and center the enemy was
repulsed in every effort he made with his
heavy columns in that quarter of the field
On tho left our line was weakest and
here the enemy drove on line after line of
fresh troops with unremitting fury

The Confederate troops stood linn hut
Gen Beauregard feeling assured that his
lines would eventually be broken early in
the afternoon desiring to make an orderly
retreat withdrew his army from the field
At weary bay each shattered band

Eying their foeman stcrnlv stand
Their banners stream like tattered sail
That- - flings its fragments to the gale
Anu nroKen arms ana disarray
Marked the fell havoc of the day

Gen Beauregard says of the retreat
The lines of troops established to cover

this movement had been disposed on n fav
orable ridge commanding the ground of
Shiloh Church from this position our artil
lery piaycu upon the woods beyond hut
upon no visible enemy and without reply
Soon satisfied that no serious movement
was or would be nttempted this last line
was withdrawn and never did troons leave
a battlefield in better order

Gen bhcrman regarding the services
of his command on Monday says At
mo time or recovering our camps adjacent
to the Shiloh Church our men were so
fatigued that wo could not follow the re-
treating

¬

masses of the enemy
At 4 p m Monday we stood upon the
ground of our original front lino and the
enemy was in full retreat

Confident of Its prowess nnd of ulti ¬

mate victory the Federal army could af-
ford

¬

to rest on its arms while tho sullen
foe was retiring

MORGAN MAKES A DASII IN TENNESSEE
After tho battle of Shiloh while thearmy iny in the intrenchments around

Corinth which tho Federal forces directed
by Halleck were tediously approaching
Morgan sought and obtained permission to
make an Incursion In tho enemys rear
with a force adequate to important results
With 325 effective men he started on this
expedition April 20 Extra ammunition
and rations were carried on pack mules
four being allowed to each company On
the first day the command passed through
Iuka and encamped six miles from the

Tcnnessco Biver Arriving at the river
early the next morning difficulties were
encountered The rivr was high and one
small boat was the only means by which
a crossing could be effecijed It required
two days and nights of Jlinrd work to get
the command over theturlriilent river Onc
of tho men speaking of his apprehensions
said We had the jgnnboat fever very
badly expecting everyr moment to see one
come in sight for we knew they were pa
troling the river above- On the night of
the 30th raiders encamped at Lawrencc
burg Tonn in the roidstoof fertile coun ¬

try and hospitable people oThcy easily ob-

tained
¬

an abundance lof excellent rations
and forage and more whisky than was
good for them I

About 10 oclock onothejnext day when
near Pulaski Col Morgan learned that
400 Federal troops had just passed
through on the road tp Columbia Ilpon
receiving additional information to the ef-

fect
¬

that the Federals were principally
convalescents engaged in putting up a line
of telegraph from Columbia to Huntsville
Ala he determined to relieve them

CAPTURE OF THE 100
Going into Pulaski at a gallop Morgan

captured Capt Mitchel son of the Fed-
eral

¬

General of that name and paroled
him that he might effect his exchange for
Capt Charlton Morgan the Colonels
brother who had been wounded at Shiloh
and captured nt Huntsville whither he
had gone to convalesce in the smiles of the
fair ladies of that beautiful town

Morgan overtook nnd attacked the Fed ¬

erals who had hastily thrown up n line
of light breastwork in a field on the fight
side of the road A part of the enemys
force also occupied a wood on the left of
tho road The ground being favorable
Morgan charged on horseback carrying
the entire line and making prisoners of the
greater part of the force The remnant
retreated about a mile and then rallied
but Co A succeeded in flanking them
when they too surrendered Just then a
body of cavalry appeared coming from the
direction of Columbia Having engaged
them with skirmishers and finding them
not strong Capt Brown charged them
driving them some six or seven miles
About 50 Federals composed this party
and the race was exciting on both sides
and exceedingly pleasurable to the Mor
gau men Upon returning to Pulaski with
the prisoners Morgan and his hand were
enthusiastically received by the citizens

BLACK HESS

Col Morgans celebrate mare Black
Bess came in for her full share of ad-

miration
¬

and attention The ladies crowd ¬

ed around to caress and feed her with
dainties for which she had n weakness
and her glossy tresses were in great re-
quest

¬

It is said that upon this occasion
for the first and only time in his life Col
Morgan opposed the pleasure of his lady
friends Seeing that Bess would be
completely shorn he tore her nwny and
sent her to the stable This splendid mare
had been presented to Morgan by an ad-
miring

¬

friend u wealthy Kcntuekian Bc- -

markuhly strong and capable of great en-

durance
¬

Bess carried Col Morgan who
weighed 1S pounds as easily ami grace
fully as if he were a featherweight

And straining on the tightened rein
Scoured double swift oer hill and plain

Gen Duke describes Black Bess as
follows

This magnificent animal has never been
mentioned an I am aware in any olllcinl
report and she was toJcoihpctcly identi-
fied

¬

with Morgans early career to be dis ¬

missed without a description She was the
most perfect beauty I Iraveevcrbclield
prun in Tvontiifkr TOTit 1 Itnmls hiirli
shdHadiiiinYellse YwweVinher short back
broad tilted loins and Hhigns iiirnnKclc
Her hcadwas as bcaTitiful as a pools
clrcam5s popularly supposed to be Wide
between the eyes it tabcrid flowiruritil
her muzzle was smnllenfmgh to have
picked a ladys pockctTfie wfty it was
set on her matchless throttle might well
hant the imagination E for years Her

straight superbly propJftimed neck her
shoulder and girth might Nave fascinated
the eye forever but forher beautiful hind-
quarters

¬

and the speed aild power they
indicated The arch pi hef back rib her
flank her clean legs with firm dry mnecle
and tendons like steel wires her hoofs al
most as small as a cieneneu nsr nnu open
and hard as flint all these baffle descrip-
tion Her hide was glossy black without
a hair of white Fromlier Canadian sire
she had inherited the stanchest consti-
tution

¬

and her thoroughbred dam had
dowered her with speed gamencss grace
and intelligence An anchorite might have
coveted beautiful Black Bess

CAVTUniNG WAGONS AND rLAYINO
UNION

Having enpturrd and burned20 wngousA
six pt tnm joaueu witn cotton Morgan
encamped at Pulaski until the next morn-
ing

¬

when the picket on the HuutsvilJc road
reported j m approach of a train of wagons
and escort The command was- - drnwnr up
to receive them hut learning that the
guard consisted of a strong regiment Mor-
gan

¬

decided to leave them unmolested re-
membering

¬

that sometimes discretion is
the better part of valor Moving on in
the direction of Murfrceslioro the com ¬

mand encamped that night in a Union
neighborhood and mimlfui always of a
decorous respect for the opinions of other
people the Colonel ordered his band to

play Union By circumspectly mas ¬

querading in that role they were treated
with distinguished consideration and sonic
obtained fresh horses for which tiiey gave
their admiring friends orders on the dis ¬

bursing officers at Nashville for theirback
pay

To be continued

Attack on Baton Rouge
Editor National Tiuiiune So far as

I have been able to see there has never
been a complete and accurate official de-
tailed

¬

report or history orother description
or account of the attack of the Confed ¬

erates on Baton Bouge Aug 5 1S02 I
have seen statements that they captured
the place that day Absurd Our forces
held Baton Bouge from May 5 1S02 to
the end

I was present on Aug 5 1SG2 with my
regiment 30th Mass So far as reports
and histories of that engagement go one
must conclude or nt least suppose that
eacu organization engaged acted for itself
and by itself alone Tho pickets were
driven in and our regiment was on the
reserve left center whence we were ad-
vanced

¬

to the firing line after having been
on our arms all night The Confederates
were in a wood firing from concealment
so protected that although our lire was
brisk it was not effective and we failed
to dislodge them They appreciated their
advantage and sent them to us hot We
lay down or they would have left very
few of us but they fajcdp rout us It
was raid that the eneyiy numbered from
7000 to 13000 at citliei figure they great-
ly

¬

outnumbered us JB
The fleet fired over pp throwing shells

into the enemys lines chcfiking their ad ¬

vance They finally appeared to be will-
ing to call it a draw after having forced
our lines back nnd in tho night they with ¬

drew Had they suceqedcilnin taking the
place they could not have4ieil it against
the fleet Stephen IIana Co C 30th
Mass Lowell Mass i jj

God Only nows
Editor National Tribune Glad to

hear or read of your i food time at the
National Encampment diutihone that next
year you will not cutoufeour Si nnd
bhorty as you have becnidoing and re-
member

¬

that a great manviof us cant iro
to the Encampment and that we miss our
wceiuy treat fco do not skip a week next
time for I am in a hurry to net them un
against the Pension Ofllco Am glad they
both got wounded and have a good
chance to prove their claims Wc know
that it will take a good long time so set
them moving nt short order That re-
minds

¬

me last year Gen Carlins name
was mentioned In the story n number of
times As the old General lives here in
Spokane and is a member of Sedgwick
Post I thought he would like reading the
account so I sent him several numbers
He enjoyed them very much and asked
me when the story started and how long it
would run I told him I did not remem ¬

ber when it started nnd God only knew
when it would cud J GJ Gundlach M
Dt Spokane Wash

EXECUTIONS AT FRONT ROYAL

Recollections of Guerrillas in Snenasdoah
Valley

Editou National Trirune I saw the
execution of seven of Mosbys guerrillas
at Front Boyal I think that it was by
orders of Gen Torbert Three men were
hanged one being a Mosby Lieutenant a
young man who with the rope around his
neck said Tell Mosby how I died An
older man had a big scar clear across his
cheek but I do not clearly recall the ap ¬

pearance of the third
After the hanging two more of the cap ¬

tives were brought out and shot After
them two more These latter were broth-
ers

¬

not over IS and 20 years old respec-
tively

¬

They were terribly frightened
Three or four women were there one a
sister of the boys The women pleaded
for mercy for the condemned and said
that they had been but two weeks with
tho guerrilla commander One of them
said to them Boys I told you how it
would be They were permitted to run
the gauntlet and were shot to death

Our soldiers in that territory at that
time had become desperate To lie caught
by Mosbys men then was almost certain
death We found bodies of our men hang¬

ing in trees with all their clothes except
shirt and drawers gone throats cut
pierced by bullets bayonets sabers and
knives often with papers pinned to them
bearing abusive messages

It was the same way with Kosscrs
men The executions at Front Boyal
were I think in retaliation for the butch-
ery

¬

of nine Union men by Bossers
guerrillas between AViiichester and Berry
vile They belonged to the 1 1 th or 17th
Pa Cav From one of our men the facts
were learned Bosscrs force was over-
whelming

¬

and the Pcnnsylvaiiians offered
to surrender We do not ak you to sur-
render

¬

was the answer anil the little
company of Union soldiers were shot and
cut to fragments with pistols and sabers
Pollock was one of the nine I do not re-

call
¬

other name
Bosser would not fight unless he had

about 100 to one But it was not so with
Tubal Early He never knew when he was
whipped He wouldnt stay whipped Af-
ter

¬

he was wollopcd lie would come around
that evening or before breakfast the next
morning and like a school boy say You
cant do it again AVhen wc met Jubal
Early we had to fight hard

There was a rcb joke about Early and
Bosser Bosser called his command the
Laurel Brigade and once after a fight
Early said Kosser you ought to call
yours the Grapevine Brigade Why
General said Bosser Well laurel is
not a runner you know was Earlys an-
swer

¬

William II Gardner Co II
25th X Y Cav 300 W Main St Little
Falls N Y

Battle of the Crater
Editor National Tribune I am in a

reminiscent mood my mind running back
to the great war of the rebellion When
memory s thus busy I usually read back
numbers of The National Tribune which
lias been coming to my home since it was
a small sheet the subscription price being
only 50 cents a year

I have just been reading Comrade James
E Catlins story in the issue of Jan 22 in
which he gives n vivid description of
scenes incidental to the Battle ut he
Crater fought July 30 1SW The com-

rade
¬

is right in every particular The
wiiite troops were ready for action an hour
before the colored soldiers arrived The
suspense was so trying that it seemed we
waited four hours for the expected rein-
forcements

¬

rMSevcral members of my regiment my
self being one passed to the left of the
Crater and became mixed np with the
Massachusetts troops We knew some of-

ficer
¬

had blundered yet we were ready for
duty for heroic action So far as we could
see the way was clear I saw Sergt E E
Brown Co I 14th N Y II A uncon-
cernedly

¬

taking prisoner and sending them
to the rear Indeed he seemed to be
drilling troops in squads Finally how-

ever
¬

lie was wounded and himself went
to the rear

The colored troops fought well but by
the time they were brought into action tin
rebels had recovered from their panic and
reorganized Wc had missed our oppor-
tunity

¬

Tho Confederates charged upon
us and I narrowly escaped the fate of
the many that were captured

Those of the comrades who witnessed
the explosion and consequent horrible
scenes can never forget If possible I
would remember the Crater no more I
cannot forget the dead and wounded ly-

ing
¬

between the lines Some of the liv-
ing

¬

who were not wounded became in- -

sfarie It was horrible most horrible
A Massachusetts ollicer a General I

think had a cork leg When the rebels
were pouring an enfilading lire down our
lines tiie olllcers cork leg was struck by
something like a grapeshot He simply
laughed and said That is all right my
Johnny boys keep your range on that leg
Shoot at it all day but please let my
surc cnongir leg alone

If the comrade in tho Wilderness
who left a plate of fried beef on a camp
stool while he wAit to a spring for water
and found it missing when ho returned
will communicate with me possibly I can
give him some long sought information
Squire D Bhodkr Co G 11th N Y II
A Ilermon N Y

BOYS IN BLUE

In kindliest words at my command
I wish to speak awhile to you
And to feel the pressure of your hand
Just because we all wore the blue

Some fairy kind with magic power
Old battle scenes returns to view
Makes 40 years seem but an hour
The days when we all wore the blue

Comrades what has brought us here to-
day

¬

And why this fellowship so true
Wny to each other this homage pay
Tis because we all wore the blue

Why are we sad at a comrades death
Although some one we never knew
To us no more than a fleeting breath
lmu we not Know lie wore the blue

Why wish to aid that fallen man
And hide his shame from public view
Or free him from his enthralling ban
Its because he once wore the blue

Wc ask not care not of what command
Whether on laud or vessels crew
We greet them with grip of comrades

hand
Because we know they wore the blue

We question not of what tongue or race
Wlietncr Pagan Ueutilo or Jew
We care not their parentage to trace
Theyre comrades if they wore the blue

Wo do not ask from whence they come
Whether white red or sable hue
Whether from temple palace or slum
AH are comrades who wore the blue

Wo may desert a worthy brother
Or forget old friends tried and true
Or yield beloved ones to another
But cling to all who wore the blue

If wed see a comrade in a fight
Even if lie were wrong we knew
Wed help him out with all our might
Just because he once wore the blue

Comrades help that hungry orphan child
With thin wan hands outstretched to you
With quivering lips that seldom smiled
Perhaps her father wore the blue

If that old flag shall need our aid
Tinr it in mttt woil rnnow
Take up our gun or trusty blade
igaiu we u an pui uu iiiu uiue

When we shall take our upward flight
And all the pearly gates march through
Well not ask for robes of snowy white
If they will give us suits of blue

Now let us pause and in thanksgiving
With feeling heart and low bowed head
Breathe fond greetings to comrades living
And a prayer for those arc dead

GEN J BAILEY

The Construct of the Famous Bed River
Sam

Editor National Tribune The fol-

lowing
¬

correspondence was discovered
among the papers and writings of the late
Judge Doolittle for 12 years- - from 1857
to 1SK a United States Senator from
Wisconsin It is assumed that there are
those livinc nmouc the valiant boys in
blue for whom the letter of the Hero
of the Bill Biver Expedition will have
both a personal and a pathetic interest
What more modest reference to the great
and noble work which Gen Bailey accom ¬

plished could have been made And how
supremely sad it is to know that sucli a
worthy soul was compelled to seek as ¬

sistance nt the hands of the General-Go- v

ernment
The letter of Admiral Porter is but con

firmatory of previous reports made to the
Departments by this ollicer It has his ¬

torical interest nnd value and ought to
awaken fresh interest in the man and im ¬

portant event to which it relates The
letters follow

Fort Scott Kan May 4 1S0T
Hon Senator Doolittle U S Senate

Washington D C
Dear Sir I wrote you a short time

sinco in relation to a matter which is of
importance to me And I beg to again
trouble you by enclosing a letter from Ad
miral Porter which you will please use
if necessary And if not used please re-

turn
¬

to mcnt this place I will not trou
ble you by relating my history m the war
But simply mention that the reason that
no more has been said of my servces than
lias was because of my advocating the
very principles that the President has ad
vocated in which I have been pleased to
see that yon have so nobly stood by him
dnnmr the past u inter

With great respect I am your obt
scrv t

J Bailey
Naval Academy Annapolis Mil

April 21 1S0O
Your Excellency I would most earnest-

ly
¬

represent to you the case of the late
Brig Gen J Bailey L S v and asK
that as a reward for his most eminent ser
vice on the Bed Biver Expedition that
he may receive some appointment winch
will enable him to live

He is now suffering from wounds re ¬

ceived in the war and also from disease
contracted during that time and thiw is
prevented lending his former life of civil
engineer

It is unnecessary to enumerate his ser
vices or to allude to the dam which he de ¬

signed and constructed in Bed Biver and
which saved to the country a large and
valuable fleet and probably the possession
of the Mississippi Biver Gen Bailey
asks to be appointed Indian Agent either
of the Chickasaws Choctaws or Cherokees
I know that he will do well and do most

1 earnestly recommend him to your most
favorable consideration Gen Bailey has
never received the praise he should for
this great act of genius and I trust you
will be able to reward him

With the greatest respect I remain
your ob d t serv t

David D Porter Bear Admiral and
Superintendent
His Excellency President Andrew John

son President of the United States
Washington D C

It may be added by way of parenthesis
that Gen Baileys services were after
ward suitably recognized and rewarded ny
Congress Duane Mowry Milwaukee
Wis

City ofMadlsonV Explosion- -

Editor National- - Tmrune Theu ex
plosion of the steamer City of Madison1
occurred on Aug 18 lSt3 She was al
most continually in the United States ser
vice from the commencement of the war
until her explosion When the disaster
occurred the boat was lying at the Vicks-
burg wharf taking on board a cargo of
fixed ammunition and 400 barrels of gun
powder for the Union army and navy It
was one of the most deadly explosions dur-
ing

¬

the w iole war resulting in the destruc
tion ot the boat and the loss ot us lives
bciuz her own crew and soldiers detailed
to put the cargo on board Some of the
victims were blown across the JIissis-
sippi Biver which is at that point one
mile from shore to shore Some were
blown up into the city of Vicksburg The
First Mate was upon deck looking down
into the hold when he saw a shell drop
from a mans hands whereupon he ran to
shore and stowed himself behind a barge
where he escaped unharmed Capt W
W Collins who was in command was on
tho afterguard and was blown into the
river and swam ashore escaping with hut
slight injury

The miraculous escape was that of
James Connelly the becond Mate who
was in the hold at the time of the ex-
plosion

¬

attending to the proper storage of
the deadly cargo Itoiu aim comes the
most reliable information in relation to
tho cause of the explosion

It has always been a mystery how Con
nelly escaped death Mate Connelly ran
on boats with me in 1S00 and 1S07 He
told mo that he was in the hold seeing
to the stowing of the shcls and powder
nnd was aft of the forward scuttles and
saw a shell slip from a mans hand and
fall top down on a truck and realizing
the situation at a glanre he ran aft but
was struck on the back of the head and
knocked down Finding that he was not
seriously injured knowing that the 400
barrels of powder would soon go olt
blinded and dazed he groped his way to-

ward
¬

the stem of the boat to find the aft
scuttle through which he could pass into
the river He reached the scuttle and
drawing his bleeding body out to the deck
he tumbled over the stern Then the ter-
rible

¬

crash came the 400 barrels of pow-
der

¬

exploded with a mighty crash that
sent 03 souls into eternity At that mo-

ment
¬

Connelly was swimming in the en ¬

gine room but how he got there he never
could tell

The vessel was burned to the waters
edge and the large steamer Edward
Walsh lying alongside was completely
wrecked Cait Sylvester Doss late
Pilot II S N Miss Squad and Bam fleet
1520 Eastern Ave Cincinnati Ohio

Inquiry for Michael J Owen
A comrade sends to The National Trib ¬

une from Kansas City Mo copy of an
article published in an Ohio paper and re-

quests
¬

us to reprint it The National Trib ¬

une complies as far as its space per-
mits

¬

and the excerpts follows My broth-
er

¬

Henry Owens served in Co E 8th
Ohio and was in numerous battles but
half a dozen of the company surviving the
war My brother James Owens 20th 111

was wounded at Jackson Miss and died
early in the war My brother Michael J
Owens was attending Aslmry Ind Uni
versify in 1S01 At that time Indiana pa
triots thought the front was the proper
place for young men and Michael joined
an infantry regiment which did some ser-
vice

¬

with the Army of the Cumberland
The Government asked for men to man
gunboats and Michael volunteered for
that service and was assigned to the
Baron Do Kalb which was blown up

Beturniiig to Indianapolis Michael en-

listed
¬

in the 13th Ind Cav He was cap ¬

tured and sent to prison in Georgia Af-
ter

¬

six months ho escaped swimming the
Alabama Biver and started north He
traveled barefoot but fell ill after mak ¬

ing 50 miles and was recaptured and
placed in a dungeon on reduced rations
for 50 days He was included in the gen-
eral

¬

exchange and was asleep on the ill
fated Sultana when she exploded but
escaped by diving under the struggling
mass of men in the water and eventually
getting hold of wreckage He was in the
water two hours and a half He left my
residence in St Louis in 1S0S going West
to locate Ins bounty land buiee then I
have not heard from him and I do not
know if he is living or dead hut I am al ¬

ways hoping to hear from him B
Owens Kansas City Mo

Balls Bluff Survivors
Miss L V Bclt 3015 Geneseo St Kan

sas City Mo wants to know if there are
aiiycoinrades alive who wereon Harrisons
Island iu the Potomac nt the time of the
battle of Balls Bluff in October 1SU1 If
so will they kindly write to Uer t

HE CURES

THEflCK
Makes the Lame Walk and

Performs Modern Miracles
Which Astonnd and

Mystify the Doctors

I Want the Sick to Write Me

Says the Great Healer

Tell the People My Services Are
Free So are the Services ot

My 20 Eminent Specialists

Tell Them They Can Be Cured At Hornet

That I Am Giving My Great Discov-

ery

¬

To the World That All May

Be Well and Enjoy the True
Blessings of Perfect

Health

PBOF TnOS F ADKIN
My ambition in life is not money

says Prof Adkin the great healer who
is daily curing men and women of the
very worst diseases after learned doctors
have pronounced their cases hopeless His
method of treatment is somewhat myster-
ious

¬

but the fact that he cures the sick
when nil else fails when the doctors loso
hope and science despairs is demonstrated
beyond controversy No matter whether
you have Consumption Kidney Trouble
Bheumatism Catarrh Dyspepsia or sim ¬

ply an ordinary cold or fever they are all
alike to Prof Adkin He cures them all
ho cures you quickly painlessly per-

manently
¬

at your own home He also tells
you a secret method by which you may
keep yourself in perfect health Without
exaggeration it can be safely said that
Prof Adkin is the most interesting re-

markable
¬

and wonderful physician healer
of the age His only talk his only thought
is How to cure Incurables to bring hope
to the hopeless joy sunshine and happi-

ness
¬

to the miserable and suffering He is
truly carrying on a grand work He is
President of ono the largest healing in¬

stitutions in the world He employs twen ¬

ty eminent physicians and specialists to
assist him with his work He spends
thousands of dollars every year in giving
free advice and help to the sick No mat-

ter
¬

where you live the services of the best
specialists may be yours All you have to
do is to write a letter to Prof Adkin de-

scribing
¬

your case and he will immediate-
ly

¬

diagnose your disease and explain the
proper home treatment for your speedy re-

covery
¬

This will not cost you a single
cent No money is asked for this service
none is taken If you are sick and waut
to make a donation for the purpose of
carrying on the work such will be thank-
fully

¬

received Prof Adkin will also send
every sick person who writes him within
the next thirty days a free copy of his
wonderful new book entitled How to ho
cured and How to cure others This
book is highly endorsed by leading physi ¬

cians it contains invaluable information
in regard to diseases and what to do in
cases of emergency It should he in every
home Bemcmhcr it costs you nothing it
you write to Prof Adkin now

Mrs C A Browuell of Dane Okla-

homa
¬

writes I was tortured for months
by terrible pains iu my head and this to ¬

gether with loss of sleep began to effect
my mind Your treatment has doue won-

ders
¬

for me I sleep well nights and thoso
terrible pains iu my head are gone Thank
God hopo has taken the place of de¬

spondency and I have a new lease of life
Alex Moffat of 33S Brown St Boches

ter N Y writes When I applied to
you for treatment I was as I might say
a physical wreck suffering from pains in
the chest and stomach also poor digestiou
and on the verge of nervous prostration
I had tried most everything and had about
given up when I tried your treatment My
pains have gone my nerves are strong and
I feel like a new man I wish you suc-

cess

¬

in your noble work
Mr J N Purdj- - Purdys N Y writes

I have been suffering from severe stric-

ture
¬

and bladder trouble for over thrco
years l was given up oy my puysician as
incurable My urine had to be drawn
from me and the scalding and burning was
intense My suffering was almost unbear
able I took advantage of your offer and
to my great astonishment I was relieved
the second day Your cures are certainly
wonderful

Mrs M A Lynch of 1522 Girard Ave
Los Angeles Ca writes- - Two months
ago I was almost prostrated with insomnia
and general debility from which I had
suffered sixteen years I could sleep at
most only two or three hours out of the
twenty four I suffered with severe head-
ache

¬

ami neuralgia could scarcely eiiduro
a sound I feel like a new being Tho
results of Vitaopathic treatment in my
case have certainly been wonderful

If sick be sure to write Prof Adkin at
once for free help Be sure to state tho
leading symptoms of your disease how
long you have been sickr etc Your letter
will be treated with the strictest confidence
and receive immediate attention Address
Prof Thomas F Adkm office 220A
Bochester N Y

Whre Are the Survivors

Editor National Tuibune I would
like to hear from my comrades of tho
112th III who with me were captured
iu the trenches at Franklin Teuu on the
night of Nov 30 ISM or can it bo that
I am the only survivor of that unlucky
02 I know that some of them died- in
prison T E Mathews Co A 112th
IU Eagle Grove Iowa


